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Foundational Principles  

As young Californians, we see the mounting problems our country faces – reckless 
financial markets, increasing stratification and inequalities, rising costs of education and 
living, infringements of basic human rights – and demand action. We believe in an 
America that defends shared human dignity. We young Californians choose to participate 
in the political process to improve the principles of our country’s self-governance. 

  
We are united in the principle of equity, that to the extent one of us is impoverished or 
suffering, all of us are. Equity calls us to address our mutual futures in our policies. We begin 
with the pursuit of economic justice and the acknowledgement of systemic barriers to 
economic empowerment.. We support the right to an effective safety net. We support the 
expansion of the middle class and revenue programs that advance a level playing field. And 
as young people, we support the right of every person to obtain an affordable quality 
education so that our nation reaps a bright future. 

  
Freedom demands our careful vigilance to ensure that our fight for our dignity, safety, and 
inclusive prosperity does not encumber our individual free choice. We believe these 
principles reinforce one another as we overcome challenges that threaten to dehumanize 
marginalized populations. As Democrats, we strive to guarantee these principles through a 
fair, open, and free electoral process that safeguards all citizens’ right to vote. We know 
thoughtful regulation and equitable tax policy are necessary to address and prevent market 
failures in our 21st century economy. 

  
We believe in markets for people, rather than the other way around: to the extent unfettered free 

markets clash with our core social principles, it is the markets that can and should be adjusted 

 

to conform. We believe in the potential and the practical reality of vigorous economic 

 

 



 

regulation, fiscal policy, and assuring a voice for labor, to make better outcomes for 
everyone. 

  
We seek a system that optimally gears us towards a thriving democracy and sustainable use 
of resources. Our basic principles and issue positions are well addressed in a quote by 
former Congresswoman Barbara Jordan: “What we want is very simple: we want an America 
as good as its promise.” 

Healthcare 
  
The East Bay Young Democrats have grown up in a society where the lack of guaranteed 
access to health care is a source of major stress and suffering. 19% of Californians age 
18-35 have some level of disability, 27% lack a usual source of medical care, and 19% are 
uninsured ( CHIS ). We know, even if we are healthy today, we will eventually need health 
care; many of us share the experience of avoiding the health system altogether for fear of 
the bills it will prompt, or know people who do. This is an unacceptable situation. 

  
We the East Bay Young Democrats acknowledge health care as a basic right that must be 
guaranteed to all, as fundamental as public safety or education, and just as much a concern 
for all of us to address by working together. As such, we support moving towards a 
single-payer (Medicare-for-all) health system as the most reliable and practical way to 
finance and manage this right. We also support other expansions of health coverage short 
of single payer that move us closer to the goal of universality. 
  
At the same time, we see that even those with health care  coverage  are often poorly served 
by the health care system we have today. We support overhaul of health care delivery so 
that it serves people rather than institutional interests. Vital endpoints for the health care 
system include: 

  
● Sufficient access to providers regardless of geographic location, including ability to 
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receive primary care, mental health care, chronic care, hospital and emergency 
services, without undue wait or travel time 

● Affordable medications and medical devices 
● A health care profession that compassionately responds to the needs of the 

systemically disadvantaged, including people of color, women, LGBTQ, people with 
disabilities, and people with behavioral health conditions 

● Coordinated data-driven and research-ground care that drives toward outcomes 
and value patients want, rather than toward volume of services, and that 
appropriately controls the growth in health costs, to ensure the sustainability of the 
system through our lifetimes  

● Full funding to address population health problems that partially drive health           
care conditions, such as air/water pollution, poor nutrition options, unsafe          
streets, and violence (especially domestic and gun violence). 

 
In order to assure that  coverage results in genuine access to affordable and effective              
service, we support the following specific initiatives to increase the number of qualified             
providers and rein in high medical costs. 

  
● Government should use its purchasing powers to negotiate lower drug prices 
● Incentives should be provided and regulatory barriers limited to enable the migration 

of foreign-trained medical professionals in specialities experiencing a shortage, such 
as primary care 

● Government should invest in local training opportunities for allied health professions,           
especially in communities that are underrepresented in the medical professions 

● Mid-level practitioners such as Advanced Practice Registered Nurses should have 
expanded scope of practice, especially in geographic areas and specialities where 
there is limited access 

● Medi-Cal should increase reimbursement rates for primary care and invest in           
patient advocates to ensure high quality care for all members 

  
We hold that social taboos and fear campaigns are not valid criteria for public health 
decisions, and support policies founded in reliable evidence of harm reduction, including 

 

 



 

comprehensive sex education, condom distribution, safe injection sites, sobering centers, 

and mandatory vaccinations for children in schools.  

Immigration 
  
The East Bay Young Democrats affirm that immigrants are valuable and essential members             
of the California community. Many of our members are foreign born or have at least one                
immigrant parent. As such, we understand first-hand the enormous contribution of our            
immigrant community members. 

  
Immigration is fundamental to the United States, and strengthens us to this day. Immigrants              
are us, our families, our friends and neighbors. Immigrants in generations past have suffered              
from stigmatization, discrimination, and fear, but the majority of Americans have seen past             
this and welcomed the stranger, until today we could not imagine ourselves without them. 

  
We look forward to the day comprehensive immigration reform can be passed at the federal               
level, setting up a fair process for hardworking immigrants and their families to obtain              
citizenship over time. This process should also make reasoned, transparent, and           
nondiscriminatory choices about the admission of new immigrants over time, such as by             
using a points-based system. 

  
We stand for a humane immigration enforcement system that keeps to a minimum the              
extreme measure of deportation, which breaks up families and undermines community trust            
in law enforcement. Deportation must be reserved for rare cases such as convicted violent              
felons, and those facing deportation must have assured access to legal counsel as criminal              
defendants do. Those of all immigration statuses should be safe in their communities and              
have access to basic services and supports such as public education. 
 
We observe employers and other powerful interests taking advantage of the current broken             

 

 



 

immigration system to exploit workers foreign and domestic. Abuses run the gamut from             
illegally low pay or unsafe labor practices, to outright imprisonment and slave labor.             
Employees must be free to report labor violations and other crimes without risk of legal action                
against them, the victims. Abuses also exist in the world of legal immigration, such as               
through a H1B visa process that allows employers to bring in workers at significantly lower               
than domestic prevailing wages, who know getting on the wrong side of their boss means               
leaving - effectively a form of indentured servitude. Comprehensive reform must protect            
worker rights and bargaining power and make visa status attach to the person, not the               

employer.  

Housing and Transportation 
  
We believe that quality housing and transportation are essential to enabling all people             
to participate in economic and civic life in the East Bay. We see rising rents and                
lengthening commutes as barriers to be torn down. Expansions in production of            
subsidized and unsubsidized housing are necessary to meet the needs of residents at             
all income levels. 

  
At the local level, we want policies that encourage more housing to be built, especially near 
transit. We want all neighborhoods to add their share of housing, especially neighborhoods 
with a history of exclusionary zoning. The history of de facto segregation must be addressed 
by allowing multi-family housing in exclusive neighborhoods, especially townhomes and other 
“missing middle” housing options that are less expensive to build. Low-income renters should 
be supported through a mix of tenant protections, publicly subsidized housing options, and 
access to alternative forms of home ownership such as cooperative housing and community 
land trusts. Residential development should be sufficient to meet the pressure brought on by 
additional commercial development at the regional level. 
 
At the state level, we want to repeal Proposition 13 and repeal Costa Hawkins to give 

 

 



 

localities the revenue they need to provide high-quality infrastructure and services and the 
flexibility to design rent control laws that meet their needs. The mortgage interest deduction 
should be reformed to provide less benefits to the wealthy in expensive homes and more 
support to first-time purchasers of modest homes. Additional progressive sources of revenue 
for affordable housing should be pursued, such as a real estate transaction tax or land value 
tax. 
 
The increase in housing should be matched by improved transportation options, with an 
emphasis on public transit. Neighborhoods should be designed to encourage walking, 
biking, and other forms of transit that reduce reliance on ownership of automobiles. 

Environment 
  
The East Bay Young Democrats see it as simple fact that our land, air, water, flora, fauna, 
and the total systems joining all of these, are natural resources that sustain us, a common 
inheritance we must preserve, both as common decency and as grim necessity. Selfish 
and unheedful exploitation, taking these resources for granted, now threatens the 
liveability of the world in our lifetimes on multiple dimensions. We must arrest further 
deterioration and redesign our human systems into sustainable, responsible, and planned 
ones. 

  
We must urgently work to stop climate change from progressing further than it already has, 
including putting firm and growing prices on carbon, other direct interventions toward the rapid 
replacement of fossil fuels with renewable energy, and aggressive investment in new green 
technologies. We oppose further investment in fossil fuel infrastructure or extraction as 
counterproductive and unsafe. California is uniquely positioned to lead the way in these activities, 
such as by extending and enhancing cap-and-trade and moving rapidly to a 100% renewable 
energy standard. 

  

 

 



 

Our economic ecosystem must be brought to sustainability with comprehensive green 
standards for construction, vehicles, waste disposal, etc., and a leap in investment in public 
transportation and smart growth. Unsustainable food production practices like high pesticide 
and antibiotic use, and overfishing, besides degrading our inherited environment, also 
threaten the sustainability of our food supply as wealthy interests drive us toward fragile 
monocultures, and should be curbed and carefully studied. 

  
We are acutely aware that the impacts of environmental degradation and climate change 
impact different segments of society unequally, and thereby become matters of social justice. 
We demand lead and other persistent contaminants be removed from drinking water, 
buildings, soil, etc., the guarantee of safe drinking water and ambient air to all, 
comprehensive assistance to disaster victims and climate change refugees domestically and 
internationally, and climate change resiliency planning to preemptively protect likely future 
victims. We support elevating the voices of communities that have historically not been 
included in the conversation.  

  
We must preserve our forest, water, air, topsoil, and wildlife with safety and 
sustainability regulations; we oppose efforts to erode existing federal and state 
protections such as the Endangered Species Act, the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air 
Act, and the California Environmental Quality Act, and seek to close loopholes and 
further strengthen these protections. 

  
We believe all of these weighty tasks can be accomplished while boosting employment and 
the economy, by centering it on green infrastructure, research, production, and recycling. 

Criminal Justice 
  
The East Bay Young Democrats are determined to see a new era in criminal justice law, 
policy, practice, and culture within their members’ lifetimes.  Our vision is captured in two 
parts: what   must end, and what we must see. 

 

 



 

  
What Must End 
  
We stand opposed to all criminal justice policies which prove themselves to be ineffective or 
discriminatory.  We stand in solidarity with the Movement for Black Lives,  Latinx, and Muslim 
communities  and endorse   the Vision   for Black Lives Policy platform.  As a result, we demand 
an end to the following: 
 

● Capital punishment 
● The money bail system 
● The use of mandatory fines, fees, court surcharges and “defendant funded”           

court proceedings 
● The pervasive use of past criminal history to determine eligibility for housing,            

education, licenses, voting, loans, employment, and other services and needs 
● The militarization of law enforcement, including law enforcement in schools and           

on college campuses 
● The privatization of criminal justice system, including but not limited to police, and             

the prison system,  and all other criminal justice-related services. 
● The practice of housing Californians in out-of-state jails and prisons; 
● Inhumane incarceration practices including but not limited to the use of solitary 

confinement, the shackling of pregnant women, and the practice of youth being tried 
as adults and held in adult prisons. 

● The use of prison labor in an exploitative fashion or for high-risk duties for which 
prisoners are not trained 

● The criminalization and dehumanization of historically marginalized youth across 
all areas of society including, but not limited to; our nation’s justice and education 
systems, social service agencies, and media and pop culture. 

● The criminalization and mistreatment of immigrants 
● The use of the criminal justice system as a tool for discrimination against Black, trans,               

queer, and gender nonconforming people. 
● The mass surveillance of Black communities, and the end to the use of technologies              

that criminalize and target our Black community members 
● The criminalization of Black political activity including the immediate release of           

 

 



 

all political prisoners and an end to the repression of political parties. 
  

What We Must See 
  
We are committed to radical change in the realm of criminal justice. To us, radical 
change means: 
  

● A reallocation of funds at the federal, state, and local levels from policing and 
incarceration to long-term safety strategies such as education, local restorative justice 
services, and employment programs. 

● The retroactive decriminalization, immediate release and record expungement of all 
drug related offenses and prostitution, and reparations for the devastating impact of 
the “war on drugs” and criminalization of prostitution, including a reinvestment of the 
resulting savings and revenue into restorative services, mental health services, job 
programs and other programs supporting those impacted by the sex and drug trade. 

● High quality, accessible drug and alcohol treatment 
and mental health services for every person struggling 
with alcohol or substance abuse and/or mental health 
issues; 

● Complete decriminalization of homelessness and mental illness, with        
redirection to public health and housing services. 

● Efforts to ensure that communities most negatively impacted by the War on Drugs             
are able to benefit from increasing legalization efforts of drugs such as marijuana. 

  
Legislation requiring the United States to acknowledge the lasting impacts of slavery and 
state-sponsored racial discrimination and establish and execute a plan to address those 
impacts. 
  
Until the radical change we seek becomes a reality, we will support the following 
incremental methods for increasing justice in our community: 
  

●        Increased contact and communication for families and loved ones who are 

 

 



 

incarcerated and investment in programs that assist families in visitation, 
communication, and planning for reentry. 

●  Recruitment and retention of law enforcement officers who are trained to work             
effectively in cross-cultural situations and mental health crises; 

●  Efforts by law enforcement to work with the community to resolve a higher              
proportion of violent crimes in communities of color; 

●        Holding law enforcement officers accountable for misconduct, dismissing any 
peace officer that does not uphold the high standards and trust afforded them by 
the community and government; 

● Insistence on independent investigators in cases of police use of deadly force; 
●  Rules requiring police officers to respond appropriately to requests for medical            

assistance or in situations where a suspect has been injured or killed during a              
police encounter; 

●        Collection of data in each county about demographic characteristics such as 
ethnicity, language, gender identity age citizens detained, fined, arrested, injured or 
killed during police encounters; 

● Funding for labs to complete all rape kits in a timely fashion; 
●  Use of DNA testing when appropriate to protect the wrongfully accused and set              

free the wrongfully convicted; 
●  Balanced funding for public defender and district attorney agencies so that the             

promise of a constitutionally adequate defense is realized; 
●        Decreasing penalties and decriminalizing drug and other non-violent offenses, 

implement compassionate release and release for older, long-term prisoners, and 
community service as an alternative sentence for low risk individuals; 

●        Support youth parole by providing review for all sentences committed before the 
age of 23, including sentences of Life, Life Without the Possibility of Parole 
(LWOP) and determinate sentences 

  
We recognize the status quo is unacceptable and has been for far too long. We the East Bay 
Young Democrats see it as our duty to push the Democratic Party to be more brave, more 
vehement in our pursuit of justice for all. In assuming this role, we are committed to driving 
this critical pillar of our platform with boldness and determination. 
 

 

 



 

Political Reform 
Just like our founders before us, we must continuously strive to form a more perfect union. 
Our political systems, from the Congress down to city councils, have a long way to go in 
ensuring true democracy, transparency, and accountability. In advancing these goals, the 
East Bay Young Democrats supports efforts to ensure our government is accountable to the 
people. 

 
We seek to end the pernicious and outsized influence that the wealthy few play in our 
elections. The disastrous Supreme Court decisions of  Buckley v. Valeo  and  Citizens United 
have unleashed a torrent of money into the American electoral system, and they must be 
revised or overturned. In the meanwhile, we must institute alternative finance systems that 
comply with the current legal order, such as Public Financing and Democracy Dollar 
programs, to ensure that supporter-rich but cash-poor candidates can fairly compete in our 
elections. 
 

The history of our nation has been marked by an ever-expanding access to the franchise. We 
must continue in the tradition of the 14th, 15th, and 19th Amendments and ensure that no 
American is denied the right to vote. Unjust and racist laws and policing practices have been 
used to massively disenfranchise communities of color across the United States. Felon and 
prisoner disenfranchisement is a vestige of another era and must be abolished. We should 
also consider expanding the franchise to other people affected by but currently lacking a say 
in our governance, including younger people and non-citizen residents. 

 
Even while we expand our democracy, we must resist attempts to roll it back by the corrupt 
forces that fear fair elections. Voter suppression is an ever-growing threat to our institutions. 
We must ensure that people have access to the ballot in practice, as well as on paper, with 
vote-elicitation policies such as automatic voter registration, election consolidation, and 
enabling more voting by mail, so that working Americans can exercise their democratic rights 
with zero inconvenience. 

 

 



 

 

Gerrymandering is a blight on the legitimacy of our nation’s elections. Districts drawn with 
racial and political motivations produce uncompetitive districts that not only routinely put 
Democratic candidates at a disadvantage but also decrease faith in our political process, 
drive down turnout, and promote political apathy. We must end gerrymandering at all levels 
and move towards the use of nonpartisan redistricting commissions to once and for all take 
the matter of district borders out of the hands of politicians with vested interests, as California 
has led the way in. 
 

Many of the institutions that make up the American political system no longer serve the 
purpose for which they were designed. In some cases, fundamental reform is necessary to 
have functioning democracy. The Electoral College and the Senate are unjust institutions that 
artificially enhance the voices of white, rural voters at the expense of urban voters and voters 
of color. Both should be abolished or sharply overhauled to ensure the principle of equal 
counting of every vote. 
 

Additionally, the American system of plurality-winner, single member districts is insufficient to 
producing equitable, satisfactory, and representative legislatures for our diverse population, 
and amplifies the loudest voices at the expense of consensus. We should look to the multiple 
alternative systems tested and available for better results, including ranked choice voting, 
multimember districts, top-two, and proportional representation, alone or in combination. 
 

We increasingly face challenges on a regional scale, especially here in the Bay Area. Many 
of these challenges are made unnecessarily difficult to address by our complex structure of 
overlapping local authorities, such as cities, counties, and the multitude of special districts. 
These structures also inequitably break apart tax bases across the metropolitan economy . 
We must strive to reach across local entity borders and enable partnerships or completely 
new governance structures to take on the most challenging obstacles at the regional level, 
especially housing, transportation, and homelessness. 

 

 


