
 
 

Questionnaire for Candidates for Alameda County 
Superior Court Judge  

 
BASIC CANDIDATE INFORMATION 
 

1. Name as it will appear on the ballot: Louis Goodman 
 
2. Office sought (include office, jurisdiction, position/district number)  

 
Alameda County Superior Court – Seat 9 

 
3. What is your current occupation or elected office? 

Attorney at Law 
 

4. Are you the incumbent?          No/Open Seat 
 

5. How long have you resided in this district and city? 27 years 
 
 
CAMPAIGN CONTACTS 
 

Campaign Name: Louis Goodman for Judge 2010 

Address: 1290 B St #307 

City, State, Zip: Hayward, CA 94541 

Name of staff contact: Tracey Harvey 

Campaign Phone: 510.582.9090 

Campaign Fax: 510.582.9195 

Campaign E-mail: louisgoodman2010@gmail.com 

FPPC# 1323570 

 



OUR ISSUES  
Please answer the first five questions in 250 words or less 
 

 
1. Jury service is an incredibly important and valuable civic duty. However, jury participation 

is declining with many citing financial burden, and many well-qualified jurors talk their way 
out of being selected. How would use your position as a judge to encourage jury 
participation in our court system?  

 
Let’s start by not making them wait 45 minutes to get through the metal detector 
in order to get into the Court House. Jurists must ensure that jurors feel that their 
time, energy, and skills are valued.  Judges who are organized and efficient 
administrators demonstrate those qualities to jurors.  My practice requires me 
and my staff to be extremely well organized and efficient.  I intend to take those 
skills to the bench, and in doing so, make jurors feel valued for their time, effort, 
and judgment. 

 
2. The state’s prisons are overcrowded and under-resourced. Offenders are being granted 

early release back into the community due to budget cuts. How will state and local budget 
cuts affect your work as an Alameda County Superior Court judge? Will you have 
discretion to use scarce resources wisely, and what will your priorities be as you do so?  
We are especially interested in youth involved in family or juvenile court.  

 
Money is always an issue.  Resources need to be used effectively. In juvenile 
cases the courts need to work with the schools, the probation department, and 
the health services to ensure that young people who come in contact with the 
police get back on track. As a society we have to take a close look at the 
prevalence of alcohol in the culture as a whole and youth culture in particular. It 
has been my experience that alcohol and drugs play a role in most criminal 
behavior juvenile or adult. That’s where health, mental health and education 
resources can be spent to keep juvenile offenders from becoming adult 
offenders. 

 
3. We understand that judges and judge candidates are limited in their ability to discuss 

their stance on many political issues. In lieu of that, please describe your life experiences 
that led you to run for judge, why you are running, and what kind of judge you want to be.  

 
Over the past 30 years, I have seen our judicial system from many different 

perspectives – as an Alameda County Deputy District Attorney, as a private practitioner, 
and as a Judge Pro Tem.  I know the difficult job law enforcement has in protecting the 
public and I am reminded every day of the importance of safeguarding individual rights.  
My experience makes me deeply aware of the impact judicial decisions have on 
individuals, families and businesses. As a judge, I will be both fair and faithful to the law.  
I will approach every case with an open mind and will decide every case based on the 
record, according to the rule of law.  I am absolutely committed to maintaining the 
integrity of the court and to ensuring that I provide an impartial forum to all persons 
whose cases are presented in my courtroom.  

 
4. Although you are limited to discuss political issues during your campaign, young people 

are extremely concerned with Alameda County’s high death penalty rate. What is your 
position on the death penalty?  

 
Whether or not a case is charged “special circumstances” is up to the District 
Attorney.  If in fact there is a high death penalty rate in Alameda County that is a 
matter that should be addressed to the charging agency, the DA’s office. I am 
personally in favor of having individuals exhibit behavior that does not warrant 



any prosecution let alone one that would give rise to a special circumstances 
charge.  The law in California does allow for the death penalty in certain, well 
defined, situations.  As a judge I would be obligated to follow the law. Changing 
the law is a matter for the legislature. 

 
5. Have you collaborated with young people in your community work in the past (list specific 

examples)? How are young people involved in your campaign? How will you continue to 
involve young activists in your work after you are elected? 

 
I’ve been involved with the Interact program with the Rotary Club. Most of this 
work was at Hayward high schools. I’ve coached and judged moot court 
competitions. I’ve run speech contests for young speakers.  My campaign has 
several young volunteers doing great work, creative work, and social networking 
on the part of the campaign.  I have served as a mentor.  I intend to continue my 
mentoring of youth and working with the schools once on the bench. 

 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR YOUTH   
 
Please describe in detail at least three of your accomplishments that have improved the lives of 
young people.  These examples should illustrate skills and capabilities that apply to the office you 
are seeking.  These accomplishments may have occurred at any time in your personal, 
professional, or public life. 
 
  The most important young person’s life I improved was my own. I went to school, 
college and law school.  I’ve had some sort of job since the time I was 12.  That young person 
turned into the experienced attorney who is now running for judge.  Setting an example for others 
is the most persuasive form of argument. 
 
  A girl I met while running a moot court program later called to tell me that she 
had graduated from college and had been accepted to law school.  She is now a practicing 
attorney, married to an attorney and has a family.  I met her at Logan High School in Union City.  
I’ve represented many gang members in juvenile court from that same school. My young friend 
took a different path, not because I spent a lot of time talking to her about it, but because I set an 
example. 
 
  While still a teenager myself, I worked at the Boys Club (now Boys and Girls 
Club).  Most of the kids were from pretty tough neighborhoods.  It was mainly an outdoors 
program, but we also worked on reading and math.  These skills broadened the horizons of these 
inner city children, allowing them to have more meaningful dialogue with a wider range of 
individuals. 
 
EXPERIENCE  
 
Please list or describe your current and past activities in the community in which you have 
acquired skills that relate to the office you seek.  Include your role in the activity and the year(s) in 
which you were involved.  Involvement consists of many areas such as family, neighborhood, 
community, employment, or public life. You may also list endorsements here.  
 
Community service plays an important part in my life.  In addition to regularly giving advice to 
indigent clients on a pro bono basis, I have served breakfast to underprivileged children, been a 
member and president of the Rotary club, volunteered at beach clean-up days, volunteered as an 
adviser for Moreau Catholic High School, volunteered at the YMCA, participated in my 
neighborhood crime watch program, and numerous other community events and services. I also 
volunteer my professional time as the continuing legal education chair of our local South Alameda 
County attorney’s association. 
 



 
 
 
Endorsers (Partial List): 
 
Hon. Roy Hashimoto 
Hon. Garry Picetti      
Hon. Robert K. Kurtz 
Hon. Robert Fairwell, Retired 
Hon. Martin Jenkins, Justice, CA Court of Appeals 
Hon. Brenda Harbin-Forte 
Hon. Michael J. Gaffey 
Hon. Hugh Walker 
Hon. Jacob Blea 
Hon. Leo Durado 
Hon. Thomas Reardon 
Hon. Paul Delucchi  
Hon. Stuart Hing 
Hon. David Hunter  
Hon. Dennis McLaughlin 
Hon. Richard Keller 
Hon. Don Squires 
Hon. Steve Pulido 
Hon. Christine Moruza 
Hon. Mark Kliszewski 
Hon. John Porter 
Hon. John Sutter, Retired, Board of Directors of East Bay Regional Park  
Hon. Beverly Daniels-Greenberg 
Hon. Evelio M. Grillo 
Hon. Lise Pearlman, former State Bar Court Judge 
 
 
 
, Rtd. Sheriff 
, former Pres pro-tem, CA Senate 
Johan Klehs, former Board of Equalization, former CA Assembly 
Michael Bruck, former Mayor, Piedmont 
Dean Barbieri, Mayor Piedmont 
Mike Sweeney, Mayor Hayward 
Bill Quirk, Council Member, Hayward 
Francisco Zermeno, Council Member, Hayward 
Michael Gregory, Council Member, San Leandro 
Scott Haggerty, Supervisor, Alameda County 
Bill Harrison, Fremont City Council 
Bob Wieckowski, Fremont City Council 
, Law Enforcement  
Tom Milner, Law Enforcement 
Jeff Reed, Law Enforcement, Senior Firearms Instructor 
Jeffrey Williams, Livermore City Council Member 
Dion Aroner, former CA Assembly Member 
 
Buzz Devega, Prosecutor – Retired 
Rock Harmon, Prosecutor - Retired 
Jay Gaskill, Public Defender, Retired 
 
Jaime Alcabes, Attorney 



Steve Alpers, Attorney 
Tom Barni, Attorney 
Dan Barton, Attorney 
Richard Baskin, Attorney 
Roz Silvaggio Bauman 
Leonard Becker, Attorney 
Robert Beles, Attorney 
John Bell, Attorney 
Todd Bequette, Attorney 
William Berg, Attorney 
David Biasotti, Attorney 
Darryl Billups, Attorney 
Jules Bonjour, Attorney 
Alys Briggs, Attorney 
Kim Burgess, Attorney 
Michael Cardoza, Attorney 
Stanley Casper, Attorney 
Barry Chall, Attorney 
Steve Citti, Attorney 
Bruce Corbridge, Attorney-Retired 
Russel Cosgrove, Attorney 
Kim Cranston, Attorney 
Alex “Tony” Cross, Attorney 
Joshua Dale, Attorney 
Phil Daly, Attorney 
Steve Dimick, Attorney 
Rise’ Donlon, Attorney 
Wallace Doolittle, Attorney 
Donald Drewry, Attorney 
Lindy Faris, Attorney 
Joseph Felson, Attorney 
Kevin Flynn, Attorney 
Pete French, Attorney 
William Galvin, Attorney 
Margaret Gannon, Attorney 
Fernando Genera, Attorney 
Matt Golde, Attorney   
Russ Giuntini, Attorney (Campaign Chair) 
Ed Gonzalez, Attorney 
Peter Goodman, Attorney 
Frank Goulart, Attorney 
LeRue Grim, Attorney 
Robert Helfend, Attorney 
Jerry Herman, Attorney 
Jim Hollabaugh, Attorney 
Mary Anne Hoover, Attorney 
Vicki Jensen, Attorney 
Carin Johnson, Attorney 
Peter Johnson, Attorney 
Bruce Kapsack, Attorney 
David Kelvin, Attorney 
JoAnn Kingston, Attorney 
Krissy Kliszewski, Attorney 
Tom Knutsen, Attorney 
Kenneth Krebs, Attorney 
Frank Lang, Attorney 



Lynette Luebeker, Attorney 
William Linehan, Attorney 
James McBride, Attorney 
John McCardle, Attorney 
George McNitt, Attorney 
James McWilliams, Retired Attorney 
Richard Madsen Jr., Attorney 
Leon Mezzetti, Attorney 
Joe Mockus, Retired Attorney 
Marlyn Monroe, Attorney 
Jim Oaklund, Attorney 
Mary Oaklund, Attorney 
Gene Osofsky, Attorney 
Peter Ottenweller, Attorney 
Gene Peretti, Attorney 
Daniel Peshkin, Attorney 
Paul Pinney, Attorney 
Randi Sue Pollock, Attorney 
James Ramsaur, Attorney 
Ann Rapson, Attorney 
Dave Rapson, Attorney 
Fred Remer, Attorney 
Timothy Rien, Attorney 
Rena Rickles, Attorney 
Daniel Roemer, Attorney 
Mike Roman, Attorney 
Judith Rosenberg, Attorney 
Ken Ryken, Attorney   
Majeed Samara, Attorney  
Bart Schenone, Attorney 
Phil Schnayerson, Attorney 
Dean Shotwell, Attorney  
Debra Slone, Attorney 
Cynthia Smith-Birmingham, Attorney 
Sherry Smith, Retired Lawyer 
Cornell Solomon, Attorney 
Richard Stone, Attorney 
Kevin Taguchi, Attorney 
John Taylor, Attorney 
Albert Thews, Attorney 
Randy Thompson, Attorney 
Phil Vaughns, Attorney 
Mike Walsh, Attorney 
Paul Wellenkamp, Attorney 
Terry Wiley, Attorney 
Michael Wohlstadter, Attorney 
George Wood, Attorney 
 
Dr. Shirley Chen 
Dr. Allan Cohen 
Dr. Lisa Helfend 
Dr. Len Goldschmidt 
Dr. Ed Heneveld 
Dr. Michael MacDonald 
Dr. Arnold Gutlaizer, DVM 
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